CHAPTER VI
MODES OF WORSHIP IN THE TAMIL
COUNTRY
THE ceremonies observed in the worship of village
deities in the Tamil districts of Tanjore, Trichinopoly,
and Cuddalore closely resemble those prevailing in the
Telugu and Canarese countries; but there are striking
differences, which seem largely due to the influence of
Brahmanical ideas and forms of worship. In the first
place the ceremonial washing of the images and the
processions during the festivals are much more elabor-
ate in these districts than among the Telugus and
Canarese. Then, again, the male deities connected
with the goddesses are much more prominent, and tend
much more to assume an independent position. lyenar is
entirely independent and has a separate shrine and often
a separate festival, while in many cases special sacri-
fices are made to the male attendants, Madurai-Viran
and Munadian. And then, in the third place, there is a
widespread idea that animal sacrifices are distasteful to
good and respectable deities, both male and female, so
that no animal sacrifices are ever offered to lyenar or to
the good and kind goddesses. The ancient sacrifices
of fowls, sheep, goats, and buffaloes are, indeed, still
offered, but only to the male attendants, Madurai-Viran
and Munadian, and not the goddesses themselves; and
while the animals are being killed a curtain is often
drawn in front of the image of the goddess, or else the
door of her shrine is shut, lest she Should be shocked at
the sight of the shedding of blood.
An account of the modes of worship and festivals
in some typical villages will clearly show both the